
Consecration of Bishop Thor Henrik With in 
Tromsø, Norway, on Saturday, March 24, 2012 

Thor Henrik With – dear Friend and Brother in Christ!

On this occasion I would like to remind you about a specific message from the Word of God. St 
Paul encourages his co-worker Timothy as follows:

The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good conscience and a 
sincere faith … I give you this instruction …that you may fight the good fight, holding on to 
faith and a good consience. Some have rejected these and so have shipwrecked their faith, 1 
Timothy 1,5, 18–19.   

Timothy is a close co-worker of the Apostle Paul. They met on Paul´s Second Missionary 
Journey (A.D 50). The Apostle gives him credit as follows: I have no one else like him, who 
takes a genuine interest in your welfare, Philippians 2,20. It is amazing to observe the close 
relationship and cooperation between Paul and Timothy!

According to the ancient church tradition, Timothy became the first Bishop of Ephesus, where 
he was eventually martyred. 

With this background, we have every reason on an anniversary like this, highlighting the 
important aspects of a pastoral and episcopal nature of the Apostle Paul, to his dear colleague 
Timothy. The quoted text has a few key words / expressions: 1) Love, 2) Faith and good 
conscience, 3) The good fight. My wish, appeal and prayer is that you, Thor Henrik, will take 
these aspects with you in the future and impending service. 

Love is one of the most important words of Scripture – a superior divine attribute: God is love,  
1 John 4,8. God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son ..., John 3,16. This is  
love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for 
our sins, 1 John 4;10. We love because he first loved us, 1 John 4,19. The absence of love is 
fatal: If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I  
have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing, 1 Corinthians 13,2. The 
Apostle testifies: Christ´s love compels us ... , 2 Corinthians 5,14, yes – he is suffering from 
grief and anguish over his fellows: I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from 
Christ for the sake of my brothers ..., Romans 9,3. The Apostle notes: Love is patient, love is  
kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-
seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but 
rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres, 1 
Corinthians 13,4–7. 

– Dear Thor Henrik: the LORD calls you closer to His overwhelming love – and to pass it on to 
others: As I have loved you, so you must love one another, John 13,34. The goal of this  
command is love, which comes from a pure heart ... says the Apostle to Timothy.
 
Faith and good conscience. The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart  
and a good conscience and a sincere faith …The Apostle speaks of the spiritual leader's 
qualities: They must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a clear conscience, 1 Timothy 
3,9. The mystery of the faith is the Gospel, God´s great mystery once hidden but now revealed 



in the Son, the Christ. Living in and of the Gospel: the confession of sins and the forgiveness of 
sins in the blood of Jesus Christ – it is fundamental to the Christian faith and the Christian 
leadership. We nowdays talk about the importance of transparency, so also in this case. To have 
an open relationship with God and people – yes, it is extremely important! The apostle takes up 
this theme in other contexts as well: Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this  
ministry, we do not lose heart. Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not  
use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth 
plainly we commend ourselves to everyone´s conscience in the sight of God, 2 Corinthians 4,1–
2. It is a serious misuse to falsify God's word. The Apostle testifies: Unlike so many, we do not  
peddle the word of God for profit. On the contrary, in Christ we speak before God with 
sincerity, as those sent from God, 2 Corinthians 2,17. This is a concern for us, in a time full of 
the spirit of compromise and pragmatic thinking. The consequences are devastating: Some have 
rejected these and so have shipwrecked their faith, 1 Timothy 1,19.

– Dear Thor Henrik: the LORD calls you, in life and ministry, to maintain a good conscience in 
a sincere faith. You must set a good example – then others will follow the path of faith in 
imitation of Christ. 

The good fight. I give you this instruction …that you may fight the good fight, Paul says to 
Timothy. History is a battle – two mighty forces battle for human souls. The one who does what  
is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the 
Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work, 1 John 3,8. Praise and thanks to God! In 
Christ, Satan has been defeated, thrown out – it happened on the cross: ... having disarmed the 
powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross,  
Colossians 2,15. This way, the fight ended – but nonetheless it is going on until the return of 
Jesus Christ. ... the devil has gone down to you! He is filled with fury, because he knows that his  
time is short, Revelation 12,12. There is only one way, one manual on how to overcome: Be 
strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take 
your stand against the devil´s schemes, Ephesians 6,10–11. Timothy is reminded about that: 
Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you 
made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses, 1 Timothy 6,12. At the end of his 
life the Apostle testifies in front of Timothy: I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith, 2 Timothy 4,7. 

– Dear Thor Henrik: the LORD calls you to fight the good fight, ... in Christ’s triumphal  
procession, 2 Corinthians 2,14. Do it in the light of the Church's seven marks: the Word, the 
Baptism, the Holy Communion, the Office of the Keys, the Ministry, the Prayer, Public Praise 
& Thanksgiving to God and the Holy Possession of the Sacred Cross.

In the sight of God, who gives life to everything, and of Christ Jesus, who while testifying 
before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you to keep this command without  
spot or blame until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, which God will bring about in his  
own time – God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone is  
immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. To him be 
honor and might forever. Amen, 1 Timothy 6,13–16. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be for ever. Amen. 
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